MEP Interest Group on Health Inequalities, Prevention,
and Risk Factors

Declaration

We, the Members of the European Parliament supporting this initiative, affirm our commitment
to establishing the Interest Group on Health Inequalities, Prevention, and Risk Factors. This
initiative will be led by a dedicated team of MEP Co-Chairs: Vytenis Andriukaitis (S&D); Manuela
Ripa (EPP); Vlad Voiculescu (Renew); Ignazio Marino (Greens/EFA); Aurelijus Veryga (ECR); Ondrej
Dostal (Non-attached) and supported by three Secretariats (Eurocare, EuroHealthNet, EUPHA
representing ASPHER), in accordance with the principles of transparency and integrity set out in
Article 36 of the Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament on unofficial groupings.

Recognising the urgency of action

Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) account for 80% of deaths in the EU' and drive up
healthcare costs, representing up to 10% of GDP. Despite evidence showing that prevention
could reduce this burden by 70%?2, only 3% of health budgets are allocated to prevention.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), four major health-harming industries—
**alcohol, fossil fuels, processed food and beverages, and tobacco—are responsible for nearly
25% of all deaths in the WHO European Region®. These industries shape policy debates,
influence scientific research, and obstruct effective public health measures. Without stronger
conflict-of-interest safeguards, public health policies risk being compromised by commercial
interests.

Health inequalities persist across Europe, disproportionately affecting vulnerable populations
due to socioeconomic disparities, geographic location, education, and access to healthcare.
These inequalities lead to preventable illnesses, reduced quality of life, and increased pressure
on healthcare systems. Addressing them is essential to ensuring fairness, solidarity, and a
healthier, more resilient Europe.

We recognise that independent scientific evidence and collaboration with the WHO, along with
engagement across MEP intergroups and interest groups* as well as initiatives such as the
Member States led Joint Action Prevent NCDs are essential in shaping a Health in All Policies
(HiAP) approach.

We acknowledge that public health is not just about healthcare but also about primary
prevention. This means, as WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus stated, that
“Health is not created primarily in hospitals or clinics but in homes, streets, markets, workplaces,
and the environment.” Health is therefore fundamental to democratic stability, a thriving fair and
resilient economy, preparedness and security. Public health policies must reflect this reality by
ensuring that the environments where people live, learn, and work actively support health and
well-being.

' European Commission - Health and Food Safety Website (accessed March 2024)

2 QECD/European Commission (2024), Health at a Glance: Europe 2024: State of Health in the EU Cycle, OECD Publishing, Paris

3 WHO Regional Office for Europe (2024), Commercial Determinants of Noncommunicable Diseases in the WHO European Region
World Health Organization, Copenhagen

4 MEP Group for Kidney Health; MEP Digestive Health Group; Intergroup on Cancer & Rare Diseases; MEP Cardiovascular Health
Group; Women'’s Health Interest Group; Intergroup for Mental Health; Intergroup on Children’s Rights; Intergroup on Disability;
Intergroup on Social Economy and Services of General Interest; Intergroup on Fighting against Poverty and more



https://www.eurocare.org/
https://www.eurohealthnet.eu/
https://eupha.org/
https://www.aspher.org/
https://preventncd.eu/
https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/overview_en#:~:text=Non%2Dcommunicable%20diseases%20(NCDs),causes%20of%20avoidable%20premature%20deaths
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/health-at-a-glance-europe-2024_b3704e14-en.html
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/9789289061162
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/9789289061162
https://ekha.eu/mep-group/
https://ueg.eu/public-affairs/mep-digestive-health-group
https://siope.eu/news/press-release-european-parliament-establishes-new-intergroup-on-cancer-rare-diseases/
https://ehnheart.org/network/mepcardiovascularhealthgroup/
https://ehnheart.org/network/mepcardiovascularhealthgroup/
https://eurohealth.ie/womens-health-interest-group/
https://www.efpa.eu/european-parliament-intergroup-mental-health-approved
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/intergroup/details/7886/Intergruppo
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/intergroup/details/7887/Intergroup%20on%20Disability
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/intergroup/details/7907/Intergroup%20on%20the%20Social%20Economy%20and%20Services%20of%20General%20Interest
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/intergroup/details/7890/Intergroup%20on%20Fighting%20against%20Poverty

Our Commitment
To ensure a healthier and more equitable Europe, we declare that:

e The EU must prioritise public health across all policies, ensuring effective population wide
prevention strategies, strong regulation of health-harming industries, and the safeguarding of
civil society’s pivotal role in health policymaking, ensuring their meaningful participation in
policy discussions.

e Health policymaking must be protected from industry interference, with clear conflict-of-
interest monitoring to uphold public health integrity and prevent undue commercial
influence.

e The Cardiovascular (CVD) Health Plan must integrate the legislative proposals of the
European Beating Cancer Plan (EBCP), ensuring coherence and alignment with previous NCD
prevention efforts.

Ensuring a Strong Public Health Framework at the EU Level
To effectively implement our commitment, the EU must:

o Ensure adequate and sustained funding for prevention and public health research in funding
programmes such as the EU4Health program and Horizon Europe, making public health a
priority in the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF).

e The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) must align with public health goals, reducing
subsidies for unhealthy products and promoting policies that support healthier food systems.

e Promote equitable public health strategies, ensuring that vulnerable and marginalised
communities have equal access to prevention, care, and support, leaving no one behind.

e Incorporate prevention into Europe’s broader health security and preparedness strategy,
recognising that public health strengthens resilience in times of crisis.

e Strengthen the public health workforce to reinforce public health systems capacity to better
respond to emerging health threats.

e EU legislation must reflect the strong public support for alcohol labelling and front of pack
labelling on food enabling informed consumer choices and reducing harm.

We stand united in calling for an EU that places peace and public health at the centre of
policymaking, ensuring a future where prevention, preparedness and well-being guide all
decisions.



